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play so important a part in the moral life of the people The very
names of these virtues were supplied by Confucianism, the ethical
system of the northern Chinese, which came into Japan along with
Buddhism in the middle of the 6th century
In addition to these influences, Buddhism had an overwhelming
influence upon Shinto on its introduction in the 6th century,this
culminating in the creation of Ryobu or Double Aspect Shinto The
theory is that the Buddhist in general represents the indestructible
part of the gods, while the deities in the Shinto pantheon are their
partial appearances or incarnations The real entity, or prime nou
menon, is called the Honji, the original , the manifestation the
Suijaku In this combination every Lami is regarded as a mamfesta
tion of a certain Buddhist deity, e g the Sun Goddess as the Dainichi
Nyorai (the primordial and eternal Buddha) and Hachiman (the god
of war) as a Bosatsu (Bodhisattva) This Double Aspect Shinto may
be regarded as an expression of the attitude of compromise This
state of things lasted for well nigh a thousand years, but in the i5th
century further progress was made in the systematization of Shinto
theology The name of Ichrjo Kaneyoshi (1402-1481) is prominent in
this connection Shinto, according to Kanera, teaches the existence
of many deities, but metaphysically speaking they are one, because
each deity is but a manifestation of the universal soul in a particular
aspect of its activity and all the gods are one in spirit and entity,
especially in the virtue of veracity
In the course of the i8th century Shinto entered on a new path and
prepared for another revival All the earlier Shinto theorists had
depended much upon either Buddhism or Confucianism in inter
preting Shinto ideas, now the time became ripe for purging away
the alien elements to a certain degree and restoring early Shinto by
means of scholarship This was made possible by the philological
studies of the ancient records compiled in the 8th century The
greatest of the philologists and the pioneer of Sure Shinto was
Moto-on Nonnaga (1730-1801) His contention was that Shinto,